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torians ^(N. S. Stackelberg, Presniakov) believe that it cannot be entirely dismissed.
THE POLISH INSURRECTION, 1S30-I83I
Events in Poland, like the Decembrist rebellion, exercised a profound influence on Russia's destiny. The infringements of the Polish constitution by Alexander and the arrest in 1822 of the members of the secret Patriotic Society stimulated political unrest. In a manifesto published on his accession, Nicholas promised to uphold the Polish constitution; but it was generally known that he had little liking either for the Poles or for representative government, and was unalterably opposed to the reunion with the kingdom of the Lithuanian provinces which Polish nationalists regarded as a part of their lawful heritage. The investigation of the Decembrist rebellion disclosed the existence of a link between the reconstituted Polish Patriotic Society and the Russian Southern Society, and although the Polish underground movement was not involved in the events of December 147 1825, a number of prominent Poles were arrested, among them Colonel Sev-erin Krzyzanowski, the leader of the Patriotic Society. After a protracted investigation and much legalistic bickering, Nicholas agreed to have the accused men tried (in accordance with Article 152 of the Polish constitution) by a special court of Polish senators, a procedure advocated by the Grand Duke Constantine, who unexpectedly rallied to the defense of the Polish constitutional charter. The verdict rendered in June, 1828, was mild: Krzyzanowski was sentenced to three years in prison, other defendants received even lighter sentences, and some were acquitted. Although Nicholas believed that the accused were guilty of high treason and deserved the death penalty, he was prevailed upon to confirm the verdict (March, 1829), not, however, without severely reprimanding the Polish Senate for its leniency.3 This incident added to the bitterness of Russo-Polish relations.
In May, 1828, Nicholas, accompanied by the empress and the heir apparent, paid a state visit to Warsaw; on May 12 he was crowned king of Poland and took the oath to support the constitution. He re-
3 This constitutional procedure was used in the case of only eight of the accused Poles, all of them citizens of the kingdom. Twenty-four Polish defendants, subjects of Russia, were tried by the Russian Senate and received much more severe sentences.